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Thc route ol the proposc(l  $3.3 nri l l ion ( leDtcn
l] ial  Trai l  ! ' \ ras been rcal igned 1() avoid new
lracks havir)g to be bui l t  through nature
rcscrves.

lhe nearly 140-kj lometre sclf-guided walk-
ing and biking route around thc terr i tory is
e\Pected to be opened by early next ) 'ei lr  as
part of centenary celcbrations.

l  l r e  go r  c r r rn ren  t  i (  i r l so  co | l i i ( l (  r i  B  i \ su i  g  n
ccrl i l lcate of accotnpl ishment to people who
conlplete thc trai l ,  sirDi lar to one gi\ 'on to
pi lgri l r ls irho complctc the l l  Cal l) jno dc
Santiago in Spain.

Sotne new trai l  secti(  s wi l l  st i l l  be bui l t ,
gcDelal ly to a width of 1.2 metres but l ikelv to
clccrease to less tharn a nretre widc as
surrounding vegetatiorl  regenerates.

( lhief Minister Katy (;al lagher today Ieleascd
the rcvised trai l  sa,ving rnore than 100 subrnis-
siorrs had been receivcd from lhe comnunih'
. r bo r r t  t he  l o r r l c .

' 'Community input on the pfoposed ai ign-
ment wil l  ensure the trai l  is sustainable in
terms ofi ts route, usage and nranagement into
the future. Detai led heritage and ecological
sLrlveys wil l  nou'be Lrndertakcr for al l  thc
proposed r 'rc!a, '  sections of t l !e hir i l  to i lssess
polential inr l)acts, '  she said.

,\  report for lhe govcrDrnent tbond thc lopic
rnost l iequenlly raised in conrnrunitv consul
i i t t iol l  \ \ 'as the trai l  i ! l ignmcnl, with I ]rany
(lraDges recommenclccl to avoici cn\, ironnlcn'
talh scnsit ive areas.

t: \amples of rhe changed routc inclrrclcd
having walkcrs r. lse t l ' rc cxist ing trai ls to rcacir
the top of l led Hil l  antl  dircct ing bike r i( lers
along cxist ing f ire nai ls on thc caslern si( le ()1
Itcd I l i l l  to avoid the necd for a neN,trai l .

Sinri lar ly, plans for i l  nelv mull i -use track k)r
the castern slope of Mount Ainsl ie havc been
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rcplaced \f  i (h an al ignment akrng the exist ing
l irc lrai l  at the base of N'Iount i \ insl ie. Ihis
nlcant cycl ists would bc unable to cyclc to the
sunrmit of Mount Ainsl ie, exccpt via Moil l l t

Ainsl ie Drive. Walkers would st i l l  be ablc to
access the summit via existinfl u,alking tracks.' Ihc 

routc rvas also being directed on to
exist ing trai ls in thc Aranda bushlancl and
(;ossan Hil l  Nature Reserve to prolect the local
aroa and prcvent the need for addit ional t fai ls-

; \nd on thc advice ol the IUull igans Flat
I loard and subject to access condit ions, the
tlai l  had bccn real igned f iom thc ACT border
to l l re main access track through lhe centre ot
l l l r ' fesenc, \r l l ich has been opcned to cycl ists.

lhc idea for a ( lentcnary ' l rai l  
or iginal ly

ar( lsL' l ioDr the community as part ol the
(-( 'r1te1)arY 100 cal l  lbf projects.

I l  \ \ ' i l l  hale a s!nrbol ic start-stop point
\r i thin thc Parl iamcntary Triangle and loop
alound the ACT through locations including
Anzac Parade and tho War Mctnorial,  Lake
Il trr lcr '  ( l r i f f in. thc National Arborctum,
Slronrlo 11)rcst Park, \ 'ar ious nature parks and
scvcral nual lcases. lho trai l ,  which wil l  be 138
ki lornetres fb| \ \ ,alkers and 135 ki lometfes for
c\cl ists, is being proDroted as something to
lakc so rc t ir l le on, \ \ . i th walkers ablc to
conplete i t  in seven days and bikers three
(lavs.

"\\hi le i t  is dif f icult  to predict the number of
rrscrs the Ccntenar],  Trai l  wi l l  attract, the
oxperiencc ol othcr trai ls and e\pert opinion
sought in thc prcparation of the feasibi l i ty
strrdv dcnlonstratcs the potcntial for a rcal
1{)urism bcncl i t ,  basccl on thc rai l  trai l  nrodcl,
\ \ , i th f lo\r on t ' t ibcts to the l{ ider commrrnit l ' ,  

'

thc report roacl.
Work on thc trai l  was due to start latcr ihis

rtar. I t  $ould pr<-rvicic a valuable recreatiolr
assct for local and interstatc visi tors and to
In , ( ' . t  na tu t (  ba \ed  t r ) l l r j 5m  i n  l l r c  r cg io l t .

I The revised Centenary Trail atignment can be found
at www.tams.act.gov.au wftilea summary of
conrmunity feedback is avaalabl€ at
www.timetotalk.act.gov.au


